
 

 

Cherrywood No. 1 in Europe for the 2020 GRESB Development Benchmark 

 

 

  

Cherrywood secures the highest score in Europe 
amongst 19 other property developers for the 2020 
Development Benchmark – No. 1 in Europe 2020. 
 
Team Hines-APG (“HAPG”) has been focused from 
Day 1 on several leading development standards to 
drive sustainability in Cherrywood including GRESB, 
BREEAM, Well Community and NZEB. HAPG recently 
achieved a GRESB score of 92/100 (5 stars), which 
was the highest score in Europe amongst 19 other 
property developers and investors including Tishman 
Speyer, Stanhope, Nuveen, Hermes Real Estate and 
Aberdeen Standard for the 2020 Development 
Benchmark. 
 
HAPG have also outperformed on BREEAM having 
originally planned to achieve BREEAM ‘Very Good’ 
but following a recent evaluation of our Phase 1 
apartment development at Cherrywood Town 
Centre, we have received a BREEAM ‘Excellent’ 
score. 
 
HAPG has registered Cherrywood Town Centre as 
Ireland’s 1st Well Community and the 3rd Well 
Community registered in Europe. And finally, the 
Town Centre apartments will be ‘Near Zero Energy 
Buildings’ and will also have Ireland’s new ‘Home 
Performance Index’ rating. 
 
Through focusing on multiple sustainability standards 
across the spectrum, Cherrywood can now boast 
that it will be one of the most sustainable 
developments in Ireland and Europe. 
 

Introduction 

Gary Corrigan 

Managing Director 

Hines Ireland 

The Global Real Estate Sustainability Benchmark 
(GRESB) assesses and benchmarks the Environmental, 
Social and Governance (ESG) performance of real 
assets, providing standardised and validated data to 
the capital markets. GRESB assessments capture 
information on ESG performance and sustainability 
best practices for real estate and infrastructure 
companies, funds and assets worldwide. 
 
GRESB in Cherrywood                 
The GRESB rating is taken from analysing 12 data 
points including Stakeholder Engagement, Waste 
Management, Energy Consumption, Materials and 
Reporting. The data points are taken from key areas 
of both the Management and Development activities. 
 
The diagram below shows Cherrywood’s performance 
in each category compared with the industry average. 
Cherrywood scored maximum (100) marks in Building 
Certifications, Materials, ESG Requirements, Waste 
Management and Policies. 
 

 

 
 

GRESB is one of the most important standards to 
perform in as it looks at a company’s internal 
procedures as well as their work processes onsite.  

 

Gary Corrigan 
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In 2018, HAPG began exploring an innovative new 
standard to measure community health and 
wellbeing – WELL Community. The WELL 
Community from the International WELL Building 
Institute measures 10 key metrics including Air, 
Water, Light and Sound to promote the 
development of health-focused, integrated and 
supported communities.  

Cherrywood is the 3rd registered WELL Community 
development in Europe and the 1st in Ireland. HAPG 
is targeting a Gold rating for this certification.  
 
Through focusing on the WELL Community 
Standard, HAPG is also ensuring that the health and 
wellbeing standards of the external environment 
are optimised for the future residents of 
Cherrywood. 
 
The 10 WELL Community Principles which are used 
to measure health and well-being are shown below. 

 

In 2020 GRESB rolled-out significant changes to the 
survey structure, scoring methodology and the results 
process. The relative weightings of the Management 
and Development components are now 30% and 70%, 
respectively. HAPG Cherrywood performed strongly in 
the Development aspect of the survey achieving 68/70, 
outperforming both the peer average (50) and GRESB 
average (49) scores. This structure and scoring change 
positively impacted HAPG's ability to achieve the GRESB 
5-star score.  
 
Factors that contributed to improved performance in 
2020, and questions with significant scoring changes 
that positively impacted our 2020 score, are listed 
below: 

1. Public disclosure of ESG objectives and ESG 
strategy: The HAPG sustainability approach includes 
roles and responsibilities, objectives and targets, 
monitoring and reporting procedures and a strategy 
review process.  

2. Net Zero carbon designs and standard alignment: 
Assessment of Cherrywood’s life-cycle impacts. 
Impact examples include operational, energy, water, 
including life-cycle impacts of construction such as 
material recycling, manufacturing, installation and 
wastage, repair, replacement and refurbishment. 

3. On-site renewable energy generation. 
4. Green building certifications: HAPG’s ongoing 

participation in the green building certifications 
‘BREEAM New Construction’, ‘WELL Community 
Standard’ and ‘Home Performance Index’, herein 
defined. 

 
Cherrywood achieved higher scores than the peer group 
average for all elements of the Development 
component. This can be seen in the diagram below. 
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Daylighting: BREEAM compliant daylight report 
submitted ensuring best practice in visual 
performance and comfort for building occupants.  
 
Water Leak Detection System: Flow control 
devices designed and installed in the bathroom 
pods/kitchens to reduce water wastage.   
 
Designing for Durability & Resilience: 
Incorporating building measures to limit material 
degradation due to environmental factors, 
damage, wear and tear. HAPG submitted a report 
outlining the design team’s choice of materials and 
other measures taken to adequately protect 
exposed elements of the building, minimising the 
frequency of replacement.   
 
Adaptation to Climate Change: HAPG submitted a 
report outlining a structural and fabric resilience 
risk assessment to identify and mitigate the impact 
on TC2 over its projected life cycle from 
unexpected extreme weather conditions arising 
from climate change.  
 
Natural Ventilation: HAPG prepared additional 
modelling and a report using future predicted 
weather data to show the flexibility of the building 
ventilation strategy and ventilation adaptability for 
a climate change scenario. 
 
High Industry Score 

The majority of developers have typically been 
targeting BREEAM ‘Very Good’ as it considered a 
very high industry standard.  BREEAM ‘Excellent’ is 
a very prestigious score and a great achievement 
for the Cherrywood development.  

We plan to uphold our Phase 1 ‘Excellent’ score 
and carry it through our Phase 2 and Phase 3 
Cherrywood apartment developments. 

 

 

 

BREEAM stands for Building Research Establishment 
Environmental Assessment Methodology and is one 
of the world’s leading sustainability assessments for 
masterplan projects, infrastructure and buildings. It 
recognises and reflects the value in higher 
performing assets across the built environment 
lifecycle, from new construction to in-use and 
refurbishment. 
 
BREEAM in Cherrywood 

At the beginning of the project, HAPG targeted ‘Very 
Good’ for our overall BREEAM score. Following a 
recent evaluation of our TC2 apartment 
development, we received a BREEAM ‘Excellent’ 
score for our first phase of development design. This 
score is a testament to the hard work and diligence 
of our design and construction teams at 
Cherrywood. 

How did we achieve this better rating? 

 Life Cycle Costing (LCC): HAPG commissioned a 
report that showed how we are promoting 
economic sustainability by encouraging life cycle 
costing, which improves design, specification, 
through-life maintenance and operation.  
 

 Life Cycle Assessment (LCA): HAPG commissioned 
a report outlining an analysis of the life cycle 
environmental impact of the building elements 
(construction specification).  
 

 Seasonal Commissioning: HAPG will be providing 
an aftercare service post-TC2 handover to HALI 
and occupants during the first year of occupation 
to ensure the building operates and adapts per 
the design intent and operational demands.   
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Nearly Zero Energy Buildings (“NZEB”) are highly 
efficient buildings with extremely low energy 
demand. The nearly zero or very low amount of 
energy required should be covered to a significant 
extent by renewable energy sources. 
 
NZEB in Cherrywood 

The HAPG team have extensively researched 
energy efficiency and sustainability measures 
associated with the design, construction, 
management and maintenance of each of the 
town centre apartment developments in 
Cherrywood. Our initial objective was to focus on 
the targets required by the Building Regulations 
(Part L – Conservation of Fuel and Energy) Act 2017. 

The key philosophy of NZEB is to reduce energy 
consumption, limiting the energy needed by 
improving the building’s design efficiencies. The 
following areas were targeted in our design to 
reduce the energy consumption of each 
development: 

 High-Performance U–values (thermal 
transmittance through a structure): We 
focused on achieving a high performance 
façade insulation/steel framing system  

 Air Tightness: We focused on air 
permeability targets aiming to achieve the 
best possible air permeability metrics for 
the apartments. 

 Passive Design Measures: Photovoltaic 
Panels (Solar Panels) will be installed on the 
roof of each building. 
 

All systems will be commissioned and certified 
through Ireland’s Building Control Amendment 
Regulations (BCAR) system which is a self-
certification system that developers must 
adhere to. 

 

The Home Performance Index (“HPI”) provides a 
label for quality sustainable residential 
development, complementing existing schemes 
used in the commercial sector such as BREEAM and 
LEED. 
 
Developed by the Irish Green Building Council 
(“IGBC”). The Home Performance Index certification 
is based on verifiable indicators that are divided into 
five categories: Environment, Economic, Health and 
Wellbeing, Quality Assurance and Sustainable 
Location. It allows several levels of achievement 
based on good, better and best practice. The award 
of a certificate is based on the overall attainment 
across all categories. 
 
HPI in Cherrywood 
 
All BREEAM evidence is shared with the IGBC who 
will provide HPI ratings for the Cherrywood 
apartments. Once the HPI rating is secured, Hines 
can further-communicate the quality of housing in 
the scheme to prospective residents. From a project 
perspective, the HPI enables design and 
construction teams to work more effectively 
together, setting and achieving quality and 
sustainability targets. 
 

Phase 1 Apartments - Cherrywood 


